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16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [2.07 pm]: I rise 
today to inform the house about 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence Against Women for 2020. Members will have 
heard me speak last month about the McGowan government’s plan for the 16 Days in WA campaign this year. As 
many people in this place already know, 16 Days is about drawing attention to the many impacts of violence and 
abuse on women. More importantly, it is about encouraging conversations and action about what we can all do to 
end violence against women. 

Since the campaign launched on 25 November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, I have had the privilege of being involved in some great community events. I was joined by the members 
for Mandurah and Murray–Wellington for the opening of the state’s first therapeutic women’s refuge in Peel, 
Warlang Bidi, which in Noongar means “healthy path”. We have established two one–stop domestic and family 
violence hubs in Kalgoorlie and Mirrabooka. The first hub is called Mara Birni, which means “many hands”, and 
this represents the strong partnership approach that the lead agency, Hope Community Services, has brokered with 
local services to deliver the hub. I thank the member for the Mining and Pastoral Region for joining me at its opening. 
Yesterday, we celebrated the opening of the second hub, this time in Mirrabooka, which is known as Naala Djookan 
Healing Centre. Naala Djookan means “our sisters” in Noongar, and is very apt for the many women and their 
families who will be supported by this service. The City of Stirling, which is the lead organisation in the alliance of 
community-based services delivering the hub, is very much looking forward to continuing its work to support women 
and families impacted by family and domestic violence. The member for Mirrabooka has been a great advocate 
for her electorate and for these issues and I was pleased to be able to share in yesterday’s opening with her. 

Today is day 10 of 16 Days in WA. We have more to share with the Western Australian community before we get 
to day 16 on 10 December. The delivery of these new and important community-based services—two one-stop hubs 
and a therapeutic refuge—are testament to how seriously the McGowan government continues to take family and 
domestic violence. 
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